President’s Message

Dear Readers,

After a long winter, Ukrainian Canadian students are grateful for spring — warm
weather, the end of the school year, and of course, the National SUSK Congress.
The 2014 National SUSK Congress will be held May 8-11, 2014 in Toronto. This
year’s Congress theme is #SUSKCongress: A Maidan for Ukrainian Canadian
Students and its aim is simple, but bold: to provide students of Ukrainian heritage
from across Canada the opportunity to deliberately meet, network, develop, and
create tomorrow’s community. This year’s Congress offers a rich opportunity for
Ukrainian Ganadian students to further their skills for professional and community
development, increase their knowledge and awareness of our community’s reaction
to and activities relating to current events in Ukraine, and take their place as active
members of the Ukrainian Canadian student community. SUSK National
Executive elections will also take place at Congress, and I invite all students to
review the available positions in the SUSK Constitution:
http://susk.ca/about/susk-constitution/ Being a part of SUSK 1s an incredible

opportunity, and one that should not be missed during one’s student years. I highly
encourage all Ukrainian Canadian students to join us for Congress and consider
becoming involved in our National Executive.

The 2013-2014 National SUSK Executive has also taken on the honour of
celebrating and commemorating the 60 anniversary of SUSK. Our Congress
Banquet and Zabava will be dedicated to honouring this anniversary, and promises
to be an excellent opportunity for current SUSKites, SUSK alumni, and members
of the Ukrainian Canadian community to acknowledge the role SUSK has played
in our community over these six decades. The launch of the “Student” online
archive at the Congress Banquet and Zabava will mark this important milestone
and serve as a reflection of SUSK’s history and legacy in our community. This
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initiative will allow students, community members, and the general public to access
the rich repository of “Student” issues written by active Ukrainian Canadian
students over the past six decades, and will serve as a home for all future “Student”
issues. As such, we hope that this archive will continue to grow, as “Student”
continues to serve its purpose as the voice of Ukrainian Canadian students over
many generations — those past, and those yet to come. Further details regarding the
archive will be made available at the 2014 National SUSK Congress as well as this
year’s special Congress issue of “Student” — I invite you all to join us in May!

3 nosaroto — Regards,
Christine Czoli
SUSK President

I'epoi He BMHpaIOTh!

Hapoy min ! Hapon min sasxu 6yae!
Hixro He mepekpecyints Mit Hapox!
ITomesuyTs BCl mepeBepTHI ¥ IpUbIyIH,
I opu 3aBoriOBHUKIB-3a0pOX!

Bacusav Cumonerro

IIi cioBa HajexaTs BLIOMOMY YKPalHCBKOMY IMOETy M XypHaiicry Bacmimo
CuMOHEHKY, AKMHM IIe Yy MICTIECATUX POKAX MHUHYJIONO CTOPIUYA O3HAUUB
JIOJIEHOCHI ToJil, mo 3apa3 BinOyBatorThcs B Ykpaini. Ham mapoy Bcio cBoro
icTopito 3MyLIeHUH BUOOpoBaTH M 3axuiuary csoGomy. IlinreeppkeHHsM € Baxki
JIIOTHCBI JIHI CBOTOJCHHS, W0 HACTYIMJIN OLIbINE, HIX YCPE3 OBAIIATH IBA POKU
[TO3IPHOI HE3AJIC)KHOCTI, KOJIM CYIUJIOCS IIHOIW 0araTboX CMEPTCH, >KAXJIMBUX
BTPAT Ta BEJMYE3HOI'O KPOBOIPOJHUTTS CKUHYTH 3JIOUMHHUX OKYIIAHTIB, SKI Tak

JIOBT'O TPUMAJIH BOJIEJIIOOHY HALilo y pabCcTBl Ta MOKOPi.

Bce mounnasocs 3 MEpHOro mporecty miJ HasBolo «EBpomManian», o mepepic
y BEJIHKE HAI[lOHAJBHO-BU3BOJIbHE IOBCTaHHA. MIinbHOHM yKkpalHLIB He
MOIIKOJIYBAJIA CBOI'O YACy, IPOLIEH, MOXIMBOCTEN 3aPay CILIBHOI METH, TOMY IIO

BIPATH Y MPaBIUBICTb Ta JHE3JNATHICTH Jt0OOBI Jio barThkiBujuHU, sika poOUTH IX




hft‘ Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union April 2014, Volume 56, Issue 4

[aTploTaMy Ta HEICPEeMOXHUMH reposivu. Jlrogu crosimm 3a cBol mpasa, IigHICTD,
JeMokparito, cBoboxy. BoHM BuMarasu He SAKMXOCh MaTepiaJlbHUX BHIOJ, a
BUCTYIIMJIN Ha 3aXUCT JIOChKUX LiHHOCTeH. [IporectanTy ynHmIM omip Marke Tpu
Micsmi 1 He OyJid MOuyTi Hi 3JI0UMHHOO BJIaj010, HI €EBPOCOI030M, NMpAarHeHHs IO
IHTerpamil 3 SKMM BJIACHE 1 CTAJO IOIITOBXOM 10 nporucrosHas. Jliomen, sxi
3i0panmuchk Ha LeHTpaJIbHOMY Marnnani Y kpalHu, pOsraHsId, XXOPCTOKO OWJIn.
Ilismime ix migCTYIHO BUKPANAJIM, KATYyBAJH, MYUMJIN Ta BOMBAJIHM, BPCIITI,
[epecifyBand, HUIIAIH, 3JIAKYBAJIH, BLIKPUTO poscTpimoBainu. Brpauaioun
KOTPOJIb HaJX OOCTaBMHAMU uM 3 0e3BUxOml 3JouMHHA Biaga 19-ro jmororo
CIOKYCHJIACh HAa OCTAHHIN, CTPAIIHUN 324 CBOEIO I'AHEOHICTIO KPOK: BLIKPUTHUH
MAaCOBHH BOTOHb I10 JIOIsX. Bk 1 Tyra mpomwin mymry Y KpaiHu: BOHA BTPATHIIA
OJIM3bKO CTa XJIOMNIIB, HAMKPAIIOrO MOJIOIOrO LBITY. BmsuHl CHIBBITUMSHUKEH
HasBainu ix «Hebecroio Correlo». YkpalHa oTpuUMayia HOBITHIX TI'€pOIB,

fe3CTpalIHUX MYUCHHUKIB, Ha KPOBI AKUX Terep Tpeba Oy LyBaTH HOBY AEpXaBy.

AJjie cMepTI HE CIMHUIHN MiJCTyHHOro fHykoBHUa, OJEPXHUMOIO HEHACHUTHOLO
Xaroto Biafu. BiH 3poOMB HAMOLIBLIY IOMHJIKY B 1CTOpPII JIIOJCTBA — OTOJIOCHUB
BIIHY BJIACHOMY HapoJgosi. Bynyioun cBolo Byally Ha CTPaxoBi, BIH Tak 1 HE 3Mir
30arHyTH, IO y CBITI ICHYIOTL BIUHI IIHHOCTI, IIO BEJIMKUHM YKPAIHCBKUH HAPOL
3IATHUH JI0 XePTOBHOI 5OPOTHOH.

Bpewrri, AnykoBuu sasummBes HI 3 UMM, [N HUM OYJIM 3PYHHOBAHI CTOBIIH
BJIQJIM, MAJIOLYX] MiKkabJIydHHUKU Temep 3pikatoThcsA Moro. Mampan BUCYHYB CBil
yJIBTUMATYM, 40U JUKTATOP HErarHO CKJaB CBOI IIOBHOBAXXEHH:I, TOMY IIO Ha
HbOro yekae ['aaspxust Tpubynan. Grpax HApPOJHOIO THIBY 3MyCHUB «3€Ka» TIKATH 1
nepexopyBarucs. Kpos HeBuHHO BOMTHX B3uBae Jjo bora, mogsam norpiben xoua 6
SKUNCH BUAB crpasegymuBocTi. Ilpore HasiTe He apewr 1 He cyy Han AHykoBHUEM
Ta MOr0 KPUBABUMH IPUOIUHUKAME 3apa3 BaXJMBI YKPAIHILIM. ApPXIBaXJIUBUM €
1HIIE: 3amaM’sITaTH, He IIOBTOPUTH, He JaTH OUIbLIe HIKOMY ITaHyBaTH HaJ CODO10,
HE JONYCTUTH, OO0 MPOJMTA KPOB OpariB BHABMIACS MapHOW0. Baxiwuso,
OrOBTABUIMCH BLJ BTPAT 1 paH, OynyBaTw MiIHY IEPXaBy 3 HOBOIO 1 CHJIBHOIO
BJIAJIO10, IO TPYHTYETHCS HA JIIOJCHKUX LIHHOCTAX 1 cBOBOIAX.

Jdyxe 6Gonsgue Ta Baxko uyepe3 Te, IO 3apand Liel mepeMoru OyJIo

[TOXEPTBOBAHO HAWLIHHIIIE — COTHS JIIOJCBKUAX XHUTTIB. Ajie Goporbbl mwie He
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KiHelp, 60 IO BJIAJIX J3yTh HOBL OkymaHTH. Mu, ykpalHil, OTPUMAJIN YHIKAJIbHUH
IIAHC IIOBHICTIO IepPe3aBaHTAXUTH Kpainy. Ham morpifHa He 3MiHa maHiB, a KiHeIb
camoro manysauHsa. HaMm HeoOximHO poOUTH CTaBKy HA MYIPY MOJIOIL, sIKa FOTOBA

i IHIMATY YKPATHCHKUH HAPOJ], 3 KOJIIH.

Tomy came 3apas ne spansmo Hebecnol Corni! Bignarnimo many Havikpamum ta
HAUMYXHIIMINM, KOTPl B HAHJOJCHOCHINIMM MOMEHT HE 3JAKUIACA Ta
[OXEPTBYBAJIM CODOI0 3apajid KpPaloro Ta BUIBHOIO MaWOyTHBOIO JJIs HAIIOL

Yxpaiuu. I'epoi He BMupators! Buupators Boporu. Cmasa Y kpaini! I'eposim ciasal
Oumsra I'mxa
Yxpaiaceka Crynenrcoka Coinka

Yuisepcurer Anbepru

Sprit Lake Centre Wins Les Grand Prix Du Tourisme Québécois

Montreal: Camp Spirit Lake Internment Interpretative Centre, the first internment
interpretative museum in Canada established in 2010, won the highest award at the
“Les Grands Prix du Tourisme Québécois”. The announcement was made on
March 14 at a special gala ceremony held at Hotel d’Eskers in Amos, Quebec in the
presence of over 600 guests at the banquet dinner, after being short-listed weeks ago
in the competition.

A standing ovation was given to James Slobodian and his team, following his
acceptance speech for Spirit Lake Centre’s victory. This top award was granted by
a Special Jury, with Spirit Lake out winning many project-entries in various
categories in the 29t annual competition. The prestigious, hand crafted trophy,
designed by Jacques Baril was presented as the Jury’s Choice at the end, as the
Grand prize.

The competition is sponsored by Desjardins of Quebec head office in Montreal,
with participation of the City of Amos, major Quebec corporations, Quebec
Ministry of Tourism, Quebec Development Corporation, NRJ Radio (Bell
Aftiliate), IGA-Sobeys, Federal Government Canada and others.
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Attending the event were twelve Quebec mayors from the many cities and towns;
Vice-Premier of Quebec Francois Gendron; and other distinguished guests.
Extensive media representatives attended, including from Ontario.

The Centre tells the story of the still little known, unjust internment of 1,200
innocent men, women and children, mainly Ukrainians taken to Spirit Lake 1915-
17, during Canada’s First National internment operations between 1914-20. Upon
closure of Spirit Lake, internees were sent to other internment camps across
Canada. The Centre furthers public awareness throughout Quebec and beyond.
The Centre is open twelve months a year, providing guided tours in French,
English or Ukrainian.

Spirit Lake Centre is uniquely located on the vast, wooded grounds of the original
internment camp 350 miles north of Montreal, naturally capturing the sense of
isolation and trepidation experienced by the original internees. The Museum’s walls
constructed from the original stones chiseled by the internees, holds authentic
artifacts discovered from that period, with many more being found. The Centre
incorporates showings of the historical documentaries Freedom Had A Price and
Ukrainians i Quebec helping to help better understand the historic context of
internment (available at: www.yluhovy.com).

This year marks the 100 anniversary of Canada’s First National Internment Operations 1914-2014.
Receiving the award by Spirit Lake Centre is a fitting way to draw attention to the internment story
and the Centre’s work. For further information 819 727 (CAMP) 2267 or 819 763 7627.

Fames Slobodzan (right) giving accepmnce speech with members of z‘hekSpmt La/-ce Corporation board of
directors standing on the lefi. Photo courtesy of: Guy Lacroix, L’Echo Abitibien (Quebecor Media)
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Congress Fever

With the 2014 National SUSK Congress quickly approaching, I feel myself
beginning to catch congress fever. It’s a sort of excitement felt by Ukrainian
Students as they anticipate the countless networking opportunities, the inspirational
speakers, and of course the zabava! I think back to my first SUSK congress in
2012, which took place in Hamilton. I was unsure of what to expect from this
weekend. All I knew was what many SUSK veterans had told myself and other
students countless times. They told me SUSK congress was something I did not
want to miss. They also threw in a word of advice; don’t expect any sleep for four
days. Although I enjoy my sleep, I decided it sounded like a beneficial congress. At
the time, I had no idea what it was this congress would truly provide me with. After
that first congress I had grown my network, and met so many incredible people.
The weekend was so motivating, and I left with newfound knowledge and a new
perspective on Ukrainian Canadian topics of discussion.

SUSK has an incredible way of bringing together students and inspiring them to do
better for their respective USO’s as well as Ukraine as a whole. There was no
question whether or not I was attending last year’s congress in Edmonton.
Somewhere between wine tasting in Hamilton, running around Edmonton
participating in the Amazing race, and folk dancing right off of Whyte Avenue, I
had gained some of the most valuable experiences. SUSK provides students
incredible opportunities and I am proud to be a part of this organization. With the
2014 SUSK Congress quickly approaching in Toronto I am now telling those
students who have never attended congress what an incredible experience this will
be for them. I look forward to the events planned and of course another sleepless
four days. But four days I would not trade for the world.

Christina Chumak
USS Calgary
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Ukraine looks west, Russia looks east as energy crisis pressures
increase

The recent events in Ukraine reflect, in part, the struggles for energy security and
serve as a reminder of the vulnerabilities of the players in the region. The escalating
standoff between Russia and Ukraine is making all stakeholders apprehensive.
While the United States (“U.S.”), the European Union (“EU”), and their
likeminded allies mull the possibility of further sanctions against Russia as well as
their own options in diversifying their energy sources, the Kremlin’s hand has
perhaps been forced to look for alternative energy markets, particularly with its
eastern allies. The future of Ukraine, much like other former soviet states located
geopolitically between the EU and Russia, depends to a large extent on how those
two parties resolve their energy related concerns.

Russia is one of the world’s largest net exporters of oil (520 million tonnes
accounting for 12.6% of world oil production, exporting 247 million tonnes
annually) and natural gas (656 billion cubic meters (“bem”) accounting for 19.1% of
world production, exporting 186 bem annually). It is believed Russia will provide
8% of oil and 6% of gas to the global energy demand by 2030.

As of 2011, the EU energy consumption mix was predominantly oil (35%) and gas
(24%). Of those percentages, Russia is be far one of the largest suppliers (35% oil,
30% gas), followed by Norway (22% oil, 28% gas) for the EU’s energy imports.

Ukraine is pivotal as they are the principal transit country for both Russian oil and
gas to the EU. It is calculated that nearly 80% of the EU’s gas delivered from
Russia transits via Ukraine. The oil and gas travels primarily through the “Bratsvo”
(Brotherhood), “Soyuz” (Union), and “Druzhba” (Friendship) pipelines.

Dramatic changes in the international oil and gas markets since 2008 has
significantly affected Russia and its predominant oil (Rosneft) and gas (OAO
Gazprom) companies. The challenges they face include future oil and gas pricing
trends, a new regulatory regime in the EU, significant change in energy demands in
Commonwealth of Independent States (“CIS”) Countries, and increased
competition outside of Russia, among other challenges
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Telephone, e-mail, online banking, mobile banking & SMS texts.
Plus over 2,500 ATMs across Canada with THE EXCHANGE Network
Visit ukrainiancu.com for more info!

Sign up for your
UCU MasterCard now

Now even easier for
students to qualify!

q

?_.o,, ucu Kc UKRAINIAN CREDIT UNION LIMITED
= YKPATHCbKA KPEAUTOBA CMINKA
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While Russia and Norway have historically profited from long term
contracts with EU Member States, sometimes lasting decades, they tend to be
expensive as they were based on a process linked to the cost of oil. Gazprom in
particular benefited from such a model of pricing as it produces gas cheaply from
vast fields developed during Soviet times. Although Ukraine is a very significant
energy producer (Electricity and 15 operational nuclear reactors accounting for
92.5 TWh [48% of Ukraine’s electricity supplies]) and very rich in resources (coal),

Ukraine gas pipelines
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it is one of the most energy intensive countries in the world - consuming twice as
much energy than does Germany, with half of its population and an economy 19
times smaller. This is particularly true in Ukraine’s industry-heavy eastern
provinces. Currently, Ukraine relies heavily on Rusia (80%) on oil and gas imports
(32 becm of gas in 2012). It is no coincidence or surprise that Russia’s primary
objective was to preserve high contract prices with Ukraine’s Naftogas (Gazprom’s
largest wholesale customer), yet have prices be low enough to quell incentives to do
exploratory drilling and frack for natural gas in the region.

Before ousted President Yanukovych dismissed the EU association agreement in
November 2013 and despite his dealings with Russia, the Government of Ukraine
acquiesced to pressures to explore Ukraine’s energy options by signing
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memorandums with - Royal Dutch Shell, Chevron, and Exxon for oil and gas
developments in Ukraine. It is believed that Ukraine holdx more than 1132 bem of
recoverable shale gas, which is enough to satisty decades of demand and ideally, in
the long run would lessen Ukraine’s energy dependency on Russia.

Shell signed agreements to drill unexplored shale formations in Ukraine. It planned
to drill as many as 15 wells over the next 5 years to appraise the potential of the
Yuzivska field (8,000 square Km.). Spending on the project could rise to $10 billion
if it reaches production, the government said last year. Chevron, the second largest
U.S. oil company,
A T k‘(;? " ukRADE i y had a  similar
= ; agreement for the
Oleksa Shale
formation, pledging
$400  million on
drilling. Exxon, the
U.S’s  largest oil
company, was close
to signing an
agreement to drill
exploration wells in
the Skifska area of
the Ukrainian
portion of the Black
Sea before the current crisis erupted. The deal, which would have seen Exxon
commit $735 million to drill just two offshore wells, remains in limbo. The
desperation of Russian President Putin’s actions in the Anschluss of the Crimean
peninsula, demonstrate the threat that shale gas development poses to Russia’s
energy diplomacy. In January 2014, Shell withdrew from developments and exited
negotiations on a production sharing agreement on the project.

Black Sea
Gambits

Ukraine was paying some of the highest prices in the world for natural gas, around
$415 per 1,000 tem compared to Gazprom charging many EU Member States
around $375 per 1,000 tecm (This figure includes the cost of transportation - $3.11
per 1,000 tem/ per 100 km. (2012) that Ukraine charges as a transit fee, and
therefore the tariff to EU Member States is actually lower).

However, a rising proportion of European gas is being sold on spot markets at lower
prices, set by supply and demand. Norway’s Statoil is making such a shift and much
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faster than its Russian competitors, selling nearly half of its gas on spot market
terms, nearly all of which is sold to Great Britain, Europe’s biggest gas market.
While world oil prices continue to increase, the discovery of major shale gas
deposits in the US has further driven a gap in prices affixed to world oil prices (sold
by Gazprom), resulting in a very dichotomous competition among other state run
energy suppliers, particularly putting more pressure on Gazprom to maintain
profits.

Russia depends on the EU markets, to which it is selling 80% of its oil and 96% of
its gas (non-CIS exports). Its exports account for 20% of its GDP, providing 50% of
budget revenues. Therefore any decisions made relative to Russia’s energy
development strategy not only affect its status as a future energy supplier, but
because of its importance to its economy, oil and gas will remain a politically
dominant theme and therefore a Government priority. Russia’s current economic
survival is contingent on ensuring energy revenues from the EU and Ukraine.
Should Russia not have a secure market in the EU, it is likely that they will look
elsewhere, particularly China, for alternative energy markets.

Currently, Russia may have the ability to export 160 bem, and a capacity to send
another 90 bem of gas to markets. It is possible that next month (May 2014) on an
official visit, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping, President of the
People’s Republic of China, will sign an agreement for 38 bem (a quarter of its
exports to the EU valued at $63 billion in export revenue) of natural gas per year
commencing in 2018 via the first pipeline between the biggest producer and biggest
consumer. However, the deal has so far foundered on price.

To get this gas pumping in to China, Russia will need to construct a $22 billion
pipeline between the two nations, and develop its Siberian gas fields. The Russian’s
position is that given the amount of investment required it would not make
economic sense to proceed for a price below $10 per million BTU. Some say that
for this to be feasible Gazprom’s comfort price would be closer to $13.50 per
million BTU. The Chinese (PetroChina) have firmly held that it will not pay more
than what the EU pays for gas (around $10.50 per million BTU). In contrast, China
currently pays $9.80 per million BTU for gas imports from Turkmenistan, from a
pipeline built almost entirely with Chinese money.

For any completed deal to be announced during the May official visit would it
would require the Russians to bend to the ardent Chinese negotiators on pricing
and match the rates in Europe or in Turkmenistan. Gazprom could undercut those

RN SDRRINAN €R SREEEE




hft‘ Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union April 2014, Volume 56, Issue 4

prices (as their average cost of production is around $1.30 per million BTU) and
countries like Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan in the process, who collectively
supplied just under half of China’s 53 bem of gas imports.

The time tested Chinese tactic of waiting in leisure while the adversary labours, now
seems to be coming to fruition. Russia now faces more pressure to do a deal, as a
result of the U.S. and EU sanctioning and diversifying their energy supply, after the
annexation of Crimea. China wisely refrained from criticising the annexation of
Crimea, and while it abstained from voting during a recent United Nations Security
Council meeting (a symbolic gesture at best), behind the scenes it continued
negotiating this deal, which is nor more likely to be completed on favourable terms
to the Chinese. These opportunistic deals are unfortunate and frustrating as they
undermine foreign policy.

Russia’s failure was in “mocraBurs Bce Ha kapry, puckoBars Bcem” (Putting
everything at stake to risk everything), and not diversifying its markets. It had other
priorities investing in pipelines to Europe where it thought it was guaranteed high
energy prices. However, that in turn spurred the various conflicts from the 2008
Georgian-Russia conflict, to the situation that has arisen in Ukraine today. Russia
today has had its hand forced as it looks for a defensive outlet in the global
geopolitical energy game.

The major geopolitical forces that were uncorked by the fall of the Soviet Union are
still at play, and echo the instability that has plagued the region for years, and
energy has always been used as a tool for Russia, who knows how to use it. While
the Americans play monopoly, the Russian’s play chess, and the pressures on Russia
being applied by the U.S. and the EU will be a lot more difficult to apply if the
Russians are successful in diversifying their energy markets. If the EU doesn’t buy
Russian energy, the Chinese will, and any attempt to respond to this shift will be
sure to fail, unless the U.S. does one or more of the following: approve the export of
liquid natural gas (“LNG?”), develop the infrastructure required domestically for
exports and in foreign markets for imports, tap into the U.S. strategic petroleum
reserve to impact the global price of oil so as to make Russian energy operations not
feasible, alter its policy position on foreign oil and gas (Qatar and Iran).

However, to draw any satisfactory conclusion or concrete recommendations at this
point in time would be to do what no diplomats, politicians, or business leaders in
the EU, Russia, or Ukraine have been able to do as of yet. Perhaps the most
palpable conclusion at this time is that the situation continues to be unstable in an
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uncertain political and market climate for the investment that is necessary for
energy security and stability in the region, which in turn would translate into
political and civil stability.

Marco Jacuta s currently studying a Professional Master of Laws focusing on Mining, Energy and
Infrastructure law at Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto, Canada. Mr. Facuta traveled to Ukraine on
several occasions and has worked as an international election observer for the 2012 Parliamentary elections.
He can be reached at marco jacuta@osgoode.yorku.ca

Mamedov on Ukraine: The Lies Just Keep Coming

Ambassador Georgylt Mamedov embodies the typical, closed Russian diplomatic
rhetoric of the Putin era. Speaking at a talk on Russia’s involvement in Ukraine at
the Empire Club in Toronto on April 22, Mamedov failed to impress, avoiding
directly addressing the issue that was the title of the very talk: “Russia, Ukraine and
Crimea.”

Armed with the arrogance and stalling tactics so typical of Russia’s politicians,
Mamedov began with a Russophile rendition of Ukraine’s history, assuring the
audience of the exclusive Russian origins of Kyivan-Rus, describing the heroic
deeds of the Red Army in ‘saving’” Ukraine from fascism during the Second World
War, and Russia’s role as the birthplace of all Slavic peoples. Claiming to be a

historian, Mamedov in fact delivered a one-sided, inaccurate historical account of
Ukraine.

Mamedov continued his tirade, calling the revolution that occurred in February of
2014 a ‘coup’ orchestrated by ‘Russophobic nationalists.” Furthermore, he denied
any Russian invasion into Ukraine, claiming “I can give you my personal

bbl

assurances: Our troops won't cross the Ukrainian border.” He condemned
Canada’s position on the Ukrainian crisis, calling for greater cooperation and
collaboration between Canada and Russia to stabilize Ukraine, yet unwilling to

admit that his government had already invaded the mainland.

Disturbing as his historical account of Ukraine and his unwillingness to admit his
country’s descent into state-sponsored terrorism, military occupation, and the
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targeting of local minorities, what is more unsettling is that Mamedov seems to
believe every word he is emitting; every lie, every claim, perfectly rehearsed, no
doubt over the phone with Mr. Putin himself just before the event. Mamedov’s
inability and unwillingness to distinguish Russian diplomatic rhetoric with reality is
even more disturbing when observed in the highest Russian diplomat to Canada.
His rhetoric was predictable; he stalled and digressed from the questions that were
asked of him, relaying unrelated anecdotes and often changing the subject.

I myself posed a question to Mamedov, asking him if he advocated collaboration,
why did his government expel a Canadian diplomat that day? He denied this,
calling my claims “rubbish” and waving his hand at me scornfully. In fact,
Margarita Atanasov, Canada’s First Secretary of Immigration at the Canadian
Embassy, has been ordered to leave Russia within two weeks. Mamedov’s denial
only demonstrates the closed, restricted Russian political dynamic that spills over
into its diplomatic corps.

The talk itself resembled a Russian press conference: stifled, patronizing and
uninformative. Mamedov’s speech was dry, rehearsed and repetitive, resembling
that of a Soviet apparatchik. It was clear to me, after attending his talk, that Soviet-
style politics have returned with a vengeance in Putin’s Russia and these tactics
have spilled over into Russia’s diplomatic corps worldwide. This approach will spell
many problems for Russian diplomats when communicating with their foreign
counterparts, particularly those who advocate for a high degree of transparency.
Communication in diplomatic exchanges is vital; it is often the main factor on
which bilateral relations depend. Mamedov embodies the old Soviet diplomat, who
is unwilling to work with his Canadian counterparts, assess their perspective, and
advise his government accordingly. The result is increasingly hostile relations
between Canada and Russia, which, over the Ukraine crisis and a renewed concern
for Canada’s sovereignty in the Arctic, threaten to deteriorate even further.

Emily Bayrachny

U of T Ukrainian Students’ Club
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Nalesnyky

Growing up in the Ukrainian program definitely leaves us all with good old
memories. I recently had a flashback of Home Ec class back in junior high. We had
so much fun in our kitchen 'teams' experimenting with classic Ukrainian dishes,
including borsch, lazy holubtsi, and nalesnyky. As I was looking through old recipes,
I stumbled upon the page we used in class to make crepes back in the day, as well as
some filling. Easter is slowly creeping up on us and this would be a delicious way to
put some of that cottage cheese to use!

Dessert crepes

2 eggs

125 ml flour

30 ml sugar

125 ml milk

13 ml water

15 ml butter, melted

1. Beat eggs in a large size mixing bowl with an electric mixer.

2. Gradually add flour and sugar alternately with milk and water, beating until
smooth.

3. Add melted butter and continue beating until the batter is uniform.

4. Let batter stand at room temperature for about 1/2 hour or when the batter is
thickness of heavy cream.

Cheese filling

750 ml dry cottage cheese
2 egg yolks

50 ml sugar

20-30 crepes

1. In large bowl mix together cottage cheese, egg yolks and sugar.
2. Place about 15 ml of this filling into the centre of each cooked crepe.
3. Shape into pocket fold by folding edges in and rolling over. Fry lightly.
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Mmm! The lovely nalesnyky should be able to make their way into any diet with no
guilt! They're great with the slight crunch after frying and with a generous amount
of sour cream or fresh jam (baba’s is best!). Bring out your inner child- invite some
fellow Ukrainians, put on those classy aprons we sewed, dig out the recipes we once
made together, and enjoy!

Anonymous

Have something to say?
Want to get your opinion out?

Send an article to student@susk.ca!

Editors note: In a_few weeks SUSK will have an exciting announcement regarding Student.
Stay tuned on Facebook, Twutter, and our website for more information.




