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Kolumn-eyka 15 our newest Column. This is the second month in
which it has appeared, and we hope lomake it a regular feature, Its
purpose is to provide a forum for the discussion, review, and
developmen! of topics in Ukrainian dance. We call on all interested
parties lo contribute. Send all Submissions to Student, #206.
11751 - 95 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, T5G 1M1.
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KOLYADA

WRI TTEN BY: ADELI A SHWE
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\ Rizdvo and Malanka

| A —————

The days grow shorter with each passing
day. The sun is losing his ability to warm the
earth. Baba-Zyma and Did-Moroz have come,
flying over the land on the cold north wind
bringing with them the snow and frost. Baba
Zyma s in joyful bliss at having defeated the sun.
Ouring this time the people begin their
preparations for the winter cycle of rituals and
customs relating to the Ukrainian folk calendar.

The most important of the ritual festivities
celebrated by the people during the winter cycle
are Kollade and Malanka-Vasyl These traditions
have been passed down to us through time from
the pre-christian era of our people. Although
Christianity has done much to try to absorb and
change the focus of the traditions and beliefs of
our ancestors, many of these deep-rooted
traditions and beliefs have survived the onslaught
and modlfications of the church.

Originally the celebration of the festivals of
Koliada and Melanka-Vasyl revolved around
celebrations of the Sun's ascent towards summer
— the Winter Solstice — signalling the rebirth of
the Sun. These festivals took place at the end of
December and in the first part of January with the
Iengthenlng of daylight, or the conquest over
darkness and the grim winter goddess — Baba-
Zyma. The church succeeded in changing the
focus of the festival Kollade from the rebirth of
the Sun to the birth of Christ, or Rizdvo, towards
the end of the eleventh century.

There is much debate over the origin of the
word Kollada. Essentially, there are three basic
theories as to the roots of its inception. One is
that Kollade comes from the words Kolo Sontsia,
meaning near or beside the sun, or the sun deity
Svaroh. Another theory is that Kolleda is the
name of the deity of winter festivals and peace.
There are written references to a temple existing
In Kiev honouring this deity during the early
Kievan-Rus period of our history. The third
theory is that the word Kolleda came from the
Greco-Roman word Calandai-Calendae. This is
to have come about from the influence that the
Greek and Roman colonies had in the fourth to
the ninth centuries, when they had settlements in
the Black Sea area.

Koliada has a double meaning in the Ukrai-
nian language. First as I've already indicated, it
means "the festival period." Also, Kollede is used
in the context we usually associate with it,namely
the carols we sing through the period of Rlzdvo.
Koliedky have their basis in pre-history, forming
part of the tradition of oral literature that our
people are so rich in. Many of these Koliadky
portray the cosmogonic views of our people and
contain deep mystical meanings, despite the
substitution of the names of Christ, the Virgin
Mary, St. Peter, etc., for those of the pre-christian
deities. In 1193 the church formally sanctioned
the use of Koliadky as songs to commemorate the
birth of Christ.

Kolleda begins with Baheta Kytia (now
known as Sviat Vechir) and continues through to
Malanka. It is a time to get together with family,
and to engage in social interaction within the
community. It is also a period of mysticism and
prophecy. People try to foretell the future using
various methods, attempting to auger how the
next harvest will turn out; divining prospects for
the breeding cattle in the forthcoming year; and
generally trying to determine what the fate of the

-

household will be. Traditionally, girls try 10

e -
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Myroslaw Bodnaruk l

The winter cycle of rituals |

foretell if they will marry, and who the lucky
young man will be. Kutia, as a food made to
honour the Sun God Svaroh, plays amajor role in
all ceremonies that take rlace during Kollada.
The other major symbol of Kollada is the Didukh
g sheaf of wheat), which means "old man.” The
idukh represents the deity Perun, who is the
god of thunder but also represents the souls of
our ancestors; they live inthe kernels of grain and
return to the earth in the ceremony when the
Didukh is burned on Vasylia (New Years Day).

Also within the Sun Circle of the Winter
Cycle of celebrations is the festival of
Shchedroho Boha (the generous sgc.)d), which
later took on the name of Malenka-Shchedrivka.
Of the New Year festivals, Melanke-Shchedrivka
and Vasylia are recognized as expressions of
ancient  pre-christian  beliefs, containing
elements of the complete dyear‘s ritual cycle —
winter, spring, summer and fall.

The cosmogonic legend of Melenke is one of
the legends that has survived the purges by the
church with the acceptance of Christianity in
Kievan Rus. Until the acceptance of Christ and
his doctrine, our people believed in Praboha-
Vsederzhytelia, who had four sons and a
daughter. Our mother earth was the daughter,
who answered to the name Lada. The first of the
sons was Ad-Had, and he was regarded as the
serpent, the devil, the king of the underworld, and
the enemy of his family. /ar-larylo was the second
son, and the third was Rai, whose name was later
changed to lvan. Lad-Myr was the fourth sonand
he later became known as Dmytro.

Praboha-Vsederzhytel's daughter Lada in
turn had two children, a son, Rado-Kniaz-Misiats
and a daughter Vesna-Majanu, who was later
called by the people Mylana-Mylenka. The
people gave her this name because she was
always happy for the world was always covered
with green leaves and flowers. Not surprisingly,
Ad-Had the serpent, hated her for this. One day
while Rado-Kniaz was away hunting, Ad-Had
came and kidnapped My/enka, taking her to his
home in the nether-world. Lada was deeply
saddened by this event, and in her sadness the
earth became cold and covered with snow and
ice. However, Bezylchuk-Vasyl came to her
rescue, and they later were married. Mylanka
then became the symbol of Spring for when she
returned the snows receded and flowers bloomed
once again.

On Malanka preparations are made similarto
Bahata Kytia (Sviat Vechir), with fortune tellin
and divining accompanying this mysticai night.
People sing shchedrivky, dance, play games and
generally enjoy making merriment. Insome parts
of Ukrainethe ritual called Kozaisalso acted out,
and sometimes fires are lit around the village to
purify the earth. The pich (oven) is an important
symbol during this night, and it is not used for
cooking on this special occasion. Whitewashed
and cleaned in preparation, the pich represents
Malanka who goes out to dance the night away
with Vasyl.

But it is impossible to mention all the rituals
and beliefs practised by our ancestors through
the centuries during this festive time of year.
Indeed, it would take volumes to simply describe
all the facets of the winter cycle. Thus, one final
thought will have to suffice as aconclusion to this
brief summary: "Veselykh Sviat i Shchashlyvoho
Novoho Roku." :
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